
going in deeper: secrets of the ten utterances - 

the architecture of relationship 
this study explores the divine wisdom behind the two tablets of stone. by viewing them not 

as a single list but as two parallel columns, a profound pattern emerges: each utterance 

concerning our relationship with yhvh directly corresponds to one governing our 

relationship with each other, revealing the fundamental pillars of all connection. 

the structure: two tablets, one complete picture 

the ten utterances were inscribed on two tablets (exodus 31:18). this was not due to a lack 

of space, but to establish a cosmic alignment. when placed side-by-side, the utterances form 

five foundational pairs: 

tablet 1 (relationship with yhvh) tablet 2 (relationship with creation) 

1. i am yhvh your elohiym 6. you shall not murder 

2. no other mighty ones 7. you shall not commit adultery 

3. do not bring yhvh's name to naught 8. you shall not steal 

4. remember the sabbath 9. you shall not bear false witness 

5. honour father and mother 10. you shall not covet 

 

pair 1: the foundation - recognition of existence 

utterance 1: "i am yhvh your elohiym..." 

yhvh begins by establishing his independent existence. he is the ultimate "other," the source 

of all being who exists outside of ourselves. he reveals himself not through a full disclosure 

of his essence, but through his actions ("who brought you out"). this invites a relationship 

built on faith; loving and drawing close to him even without complete knowledge, 

connecting to the spark of his essence within us and all creation. 

utterance 6: "you shall not murder" 

this is the foundational law of human relations: the recognition of another's right to 

exist. to murder is the ultimate denial of this right. it declares, "your existence is subject to 

my needs and desires. i can extinguish the divine flame within you." this pair establishes the 

first and most critical rule of relationship: everything and everyone, from yhvh to our fellow 

creation, has an absolute, inviolable right to exist. denying this is a form of spiritual murder. 



pair 2: the bond - the demand for loyalty 

utterance 2: "you shall have no other mighty ones..." 

yhvh demands exclusivity and loyalty. he is a "jealous el," not in a petty sense, but in the 

manner of a committed relationship. he cannot be swapped or replaced by a carved image 

or any created thing. this calls us to look beyond the superficial to the unique, invisible 

essence. 

utterance 7: "you shall not commit adultery" 

adultery is the ultimate betrayal of loyalty, the act of treating a unique, irreplaceable soul as 

if it were interchangeable with another. loyalty says, "i see the unique, divine essence in you 

that has never existed before and will never exist again. you cannot be replaced." this pair 

teaches that true relationship, with both yhvh and each other, requires going deeper than 

the superficial to commit to the unique essence of the other. loyalty is the refusal to 

substitute. 

 

pair 3: the framework - the respect of boundaries 

utterance 3: "you shall not bring the name of yhvh your elohiym to naught" 

to know and use yhvh's name is to operate within the framework of his character and his 

torah; his defined boundaries. to misuse his name is to disrespect his essence, to overstep 

the divine boundary he has established for himself and for us. 

utterance 8: "you shall not steal" 

at its root (גנב), this means to kidnap or to take what is not rightfully yours. it is the violation 

of a boundary; be it property, person, joy, or peace. respecting boundaries is the practical 

demonstration of acknowledging that people and things are not extensions of ourselves, but 

are sovereign creations of yhvh with their own space and rights. to overstep a boundary is 

to steal. 

 

pair 4: the testimony - the pursuit of truth 

utterance 4: "remember the sabbath day..." 

shabbat is a weekly testimony of truth. it is our active declaration that yhvh is the creator 

and rightful owner of all existence. by ceasing our work, we bear witness to the ultimate 

truth: the world does not belong to us and can run without our labour because it is 

sustained by him. 

utterance 9: "you shall not bear false witness" 

a false witness presents a distorted, incomplete reality. it focuses on a fragment of 

"darkness" while ignoring the whole, true picture. to bear false witness against a neighbour 

is to deny the truth of their divinely-created nature. this pair commands us to be people of 

truth, to see and acknowledge the full, set-apart reality of yhvh's creation. to deny the truth 

of shabbat is to live a lie about creation itself. 



pair 5: the core - the practice of respect and self-worth 

utterance 5: "honour your father and your mother" 

the command is to honour or respect, not necessarily to like or agree with. this respect is an 

acknowledgment of our origin story. we honour them because they were yhvh's chosen 

vessels to bring our unique soul into the world for a specific mission. in honouring them, we 

acknowledge the divine plan in our own existence. 

utterance 10: "you shall not covet" 

coveting arises from a lack of self-respect and a failure to recognize our own unique 

purpose. it says, "what i have been given for my mission is not enough. i need 

what they have." it is a rejection of one's own divinely-appointed path and possessions. 

this final pair brings the journey inward. respect for your parents; your earthly source; is 

the foundation for self-respect. and self-respect; knowing you are uniquely created and 

equipped for your purpose; is the only true cure for coveting. when you understand your 

own priceless value and mission, you cease to desire the role or resources of another. 

conclusion: the two are one 

the two tablets are not a list of religious and social rules. they are a single, integrated 

blueprint for relationship. the way we relate to yhvh is the template for how we are to relate 

to every person and thing he created, for they all carry his flame. you cannot have one 

without the other. to dishonour the creation is to dishonour the creator. the secret of the 

two tablets is that all relationship is one. 

 


